

April 20tn, 1925. 



Kre. N&soiithf 
41 Oriole Roed, 

Toronto. 

Dear strs, Nfi&Bltht* 

Consldereition has been given to the 
Margaret fcaton School and the intention now is 
to discontinue the School at the end of the present 
ters. 

In case yoa went to do similer vtork 
under another naoe I heve been asked to let yon 
know that it can be ur ranged to use the furniture 
now in the school building end thet 6 contribution 
would be mede for one yeer equivalent* to the rent 
paid last year, namely Twenty-five Hundred Collers. 

As the tiae is now quite short a reply 
is desired by Thursday next. 

Yours respectfully. 
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MRS. EMMA SCOTT NASMITH 

who to-day'*nnouiwed she wM 

resienlnff as princlipal of the Mar 
^ret Eaton School of Lltepatura^ and 
Expression.* ^ y > ^ 
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Resigns Principalship | 

of Margaret Eaton School 

Mrs. Emma Scott Nasmith, for some 
years principal 'of the Margaret Eatorj 
School of Literature and Expre^lon. 
announced her resignation yesterday.| 
She 'will be- succeeded In the principal-! 
ship by Mr. Charles M. Sparrow, wh6 
has been associated "with the school for 
j the pa^^. _-J 
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{kCSIGNS as PRINCIPAIi. 

Ttia resignation of Mrs. Emma 
raoH Nasmith as Principal of the 
Margaret Eaton School of Literature 
and Expression has been 
Mrs’ Nasmith has occupied this im- 
portont^sltion for about seventeen 

’^'chartes M. Spawow. vfr**” 

.^ociatad with the “ ^*5*: 

Principal, will succeed ,Mrs, «a- 
smith. 
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Mrs. Smma Scott Nasmith, for seventeen years principal 
of the Margaret Eaton School of Literature and Expression, announced 

to her students this morning that she is tendering her resignation to 
the Board of Directors of the institution. 

In conversation with the T elegram Mrs. Nasmith gave as her 
reason for so doing a change which has been decided on in the policy 
of conducting the school. Heretofore there have been small deficits 
yearly in the operation of the school which has been met by the family 
whose name the institution bears. The school has grown and has an 
enrolment of over 1,000 and it has been decided that it is large 
enough to meet its own expenses. 

have religiously believed in having a deficit, and that all 
the fees should go toward paying the teachers and improving the cur- 
riculum. The only reason I am leaving is this change in policy, and 
I wish to say that I have nothing but gratitude to the directors who 
for seventeen years have met this deficit. 

”My chief interest has been in the development of human beings, 
and the expansion of the city has hurt the school for me. You know, 
the city remodelled the front of our building in widening the street 
and while the work will be conducted there for this year there is a 
possibility that a new building will be erected in some other part of 
the city. This building was mine, but it is now shattered for me and 
I can’ t go on." 

Mrs. Nasmith referred to the fact that the school had been 
erected by Timothy Eaton at the request of Mrs. Eaton, as a place in which 
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Mrs. Nasmith could develop the kind of work which would develop young 
people. 

At this school have been taught literature, voice culture, 
languages and physical education, and there is not a girls’ school 
in the city where graduates of the Margaret Eaton Schoolof Literature 
and Expression do not hold positions. This week one graduate Miss 
Lucile Chambers is going to Bombay, India, to take up work among girls. 
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Mre. Naemlth, 

The Margeret Eaton School, 
I' 90 Bey Street, 
Toronto, 



Deer Mrs, Nesmith:- 



In regerd to the contente of your 
letter to Mr, Vaughan, I have no first hcnd knowledge 
of the esrller trensectlons, but I think that you heve 
some misapprehension of recent happenings which ought 
to be on record dong with your letter. 

As to you accepting financial 
responsibility for the School end its deficit, what ia 
implied by this is not clear, but It does not appear 
that any Director used these words. You as Principal 
are responsible for the management. The financial 
results in as far as ascribsble to management would be 
looked upon es attributable to you. 

I do not remember you suggesting that ^ 
Mrs, Eaton would not agree to you having to accept 
financial responsibility, I did remind you thrt the 
rent charge could not properly be charged to Mrs, Eaton 
without first getting her consent, and I suggested you 
should see her about that as well aa about a possible 
deficit. 

Upon enquiry I am informed that 
Mrs. Eaton did not say she can no longer pay for deficit, 
but said she would no longer pay it. This statement 
implies thst Mrs. Eaton had been paying it and as a matter 
of fact it was Mrs. Eaton who year after year furnished 
the money to meet the deficit, end no matter how the 
books ere made up, the deficit is covered by h^r. 

As to the rent, I understand Mrs. Eaton 
told you she would pay it this year. 

Yours truly, 
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3optonbor 12th, 1924. 



J. J. Vaui;:'.an 'Isq., 

SocrGtary, ?he Board of Diroctors, 

The Llircarot ixton School of Literatura and iiq^roosion. 



Doqr Ilr. 7au£;han: 

As you '.-aiow, the late Ih:. Tinothy Alton built this 
school at the request of his wife, r.v beloved friend, hrs. Baton, 
hr. Baton asked ne if I would be the head of a school in which I 
nicht carrj' out ni' ideas, as outlined to hin, with roijard to the 
education of ivornen. Further, when I su^^cested that such a school 
would pay its ov/T 1 way, he said "2To, mother v/ill take care of its needs”. 
"You must call Yon, Bick and Harry, and tell them what you want to have 
done". ^0 school was built, and on the oponinc 

night Hr. Baton called ne to hin, and, presenting ne v;ith a beautiful 
key of the school, said: "Ironise ne that you will stay with this school 
until you die". 1 promised, and for seventeen years I have kept that 

promise to the best of my ability. And for seventeen years the Diroctors 
of this school have loyally kept faith. 

Sir John Baton, though not al'.vays in s-enpathy 7/ith the methods of 
the school, declared in the presence of his ’.vife: "Ilothar must have ever^'- 
thing she vsnts for that school, and when you v/ant ang't].! '^ the latch- 
string is alv.ays hang-ing from the door". Ail these things are true: 

ITov; I an told th.at the school has been sold, and tliat the purcliase 
money goes to pay the deficit that Ihes. Yimothy Baton has graciously 
accepted each year as her responsibility, saying repeatedly to me: 

"father said I was to have what I vanted for t}:iat school". 

I have also been informed by a Director tlmit I must accept all 
financial responsibility for the school, the deficit, if there is one, 
and added to this, 25C0.;C rent for the school. Bhon I suggested 
that . _a>-on would not agree to this, I vas told to see lirs. Baton. 

I sav/ .!rs . ^aton yesterday afternoon and, in the kindest ;:ianner, she 
told me that she can no longer pay anj' money for a deficit in the school 

Oi her name, and she also believes it is riglit that v;e nay the rent of 
the school. 



fully honor e 
1 consider t 



■y agreement with the late Hr. Y 
:d during the past seventeen vea 

he present attit-ade to be a bre 



imothy Baton lias been faith- 
rs by the Board of Directors, 
ach of faith, .'xnd so I have 
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no alternative but to tender ny resi£;nation. T7ill you 
therefore kindly call a meatine of the Directors that they 
nay agree whan it will bo in the best interests of the 
graduates, nif faculty, and the present SchoclYear, which 
opens on Monday next, to accept ny resigimtion as Principal. 



Faithfully yours. 



Principal. 




Mrs, Nftsrlth, 

The Marfrsret ^ston School, 
1180 Bny Street, 

T 0 r o n to. 



Deer Mrs, Nesrilth:- 

I have your favour of the 2<4th 
Inattnt end I note you think nor that the School 
should continue another year et leest. But you 
give no opinion on th*-' other subject discueeed, 
na.o®ly on what bads it should be carried on, I 
shall be away when you get ho^ne so I had better write 
you. Ae already etatod, one obstacle In the way of 
getting anyone nor to give financial support to the 
School is probably the annual deficit that it has had. 
If so, the continuance of the School depends not 
aerely on the good work it is acooTjpllshlng but also 
on its ability to pay Its wsy, I gether fron 
Miss Thrall *s Budget Keport that fche prospects are 
for another year* loss. If this should hspren, 
there seems no way of the School getting edeouate 
financial backing. Therefore if it is the desire 
of the Board to see the School continued, something 
should be done that would ^Ive promiee of it being 
put upon 8 oeylng basis. Under your mcnagement 
the School has shown a loss over a period of years 
and you offer no prospect of any other r-^sult, 
tried to hint to you that before concluding that f . 
the School could not pay Its way, its mantgenent 
might be tried in other hands. If then no eign of 
the financial ehowlne becoming sstl r.fartory the School 
might have to dose owing to lack of funds. This Is 
in ray opinion the ordinary course th-rt in such clrcura- 
stnnc' s would be proposed by a dutiful ^’oard of 
Dir ctors, I do not know what ths Board will do 
about it, but in case you esnnot offer to conduct the 
School po as to b*' self sup ortlng, and the Board do 
not decide upon some forward step that would rlv® 
promise of aetlsfactory results I pref'r not to be 
re-elected to it at th^ next Annual Meetlne, 

Re Dundoneld House, a? th<"- Sch ■'Ol 
ooenln-T date is so near we mi-'ht er w ll welt and 









Mrs, Nasmith, 




( . 

August 27th, 1324, 



see what numb'='r of boerdr’re apply before dfcidln,^ to 
close e K'-^slornce, 



Yours very truly, 
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REDEEMER 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 



The Margaret Eaton School Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
resource created in 2014-2015 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators, and students to discover the Margaret Eaton School 
archives housed in the Peter Turkstra Library at Redeemer University 
College. Copyright of the digital images is the property of Redeemer 
University College, Ancaster, Canada and the images may not be 
copied or emailed to multiple sites without the copyright holder's 
express written permission. However, users may print, download, or 
email digital images for individual non-commercial use. To learn 
more about this project or to search the digital collection, go to 
http://libguides.redeemer.ca/mes. 




